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Sydney Steel Corporation (also known as Sysco) looks forward to almost doubling 
its sales of rails and slabs in 1978 — practically all on the export market. President 
Tom Kent has expressed the hope that Sysco over the next few years will be 
producing at its full capacity of 900 000 t (tonnes) annually. 


Created in 1967 to operate the former Sydney Works of Dominion Steel and Coal 
Corporation, the Cape Breton Island-based company is owned by the Province of 
Nova Scotia. Now employing 2500 workers, Sysco markets steel on a world-wide 
basis. Railroad rail is the major product, although a considerable quantity of semi- 
finished steel and some bar products are sold. 


The largest order supplied to date in metric specifications was to Poland. Between 
1974 and 1976 almost 40 000 t of 60 kg/m rails were exported to that country. 


“The change to metric in Canada has not seriously affected our marketing tactics’’, 
observed J.W. MacDonald, manager of business development. ‘’Since we have been 
involved with exports for a long time, we are accustomed to a demand for, and. 
quoting in, metric sizes.” 


Normally, rails are specified by size and length. For example, a common require- 
ment is a 78-foot rail weighing 132 pounds per yard. In most instances, meeting 
length specifications is no problem. Sysco is able to supply rails to most lengths up 
to 82 feet, approximately 25 m (metres). However, since it is necessary to have rolls 
prepared for each cross-sectional requirement, supplying sizes to ‘‘kilogram per 
metre’ specifications often requires machining of new rolls. A sizable order is 
therefore required to justify preparation. 


Sysco’s representative on the 18-member Task Force for Metric Conversion in the 
Canadian Iron and Steel Industry is L.A. Chiasson. The sector plan (2.10 — Primary 
Iron and Steel Mills and Foundries) prepared by this group, approved by Metric 
Commission Canada in June, 1977, calls for the industry to be operating predomi- 
nantly in metric by mid-1981. Many metric steel products are currently available 
and the balance will be predominantly metric by 1983. 


This success story has been identified as a result of the activities of the Working 
Group on Metric Export/Import Trade. Formed in 1975 from within Metric Com- 
mission Canada’s steering committees, this working group’s stated objective is to 
identify and make visible both existing and future trade opportunities arising out of 
metric conversion. 


Additional information may be obtained from: 
Sydney Steel Corporation 
P.O. Box 1450 
Sydney, Nova Scotia 
B1P 6K5 


Telephone: (902) 564-5471 
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